stantly brought to bear against it. It is also assumed that mechanical force is indispensable to consider or impact the gold, so that the filling will not be porous, and thus absorb moisture, and induce subsequent decay. We wish to show that this assumption, on which the whole theory of mallet practice is based, is contrary to well-recognized principles, that a more, perfect union is not possible by any such process, and that the every day experience of every dentist with any other material than gold is witness to this truth. Gold in the cohesive etiate is in the highest degree susceptible, and eager to combine with any material for which it has an affinity. There is no other metal that combines more readily with gold than iron.
When once nnited it is separated with difficulty. The combining of iron with gold changes its properties. This combination makes the gold stiff, hard and unyielding. The more force applied under these conditions, the greater will be the change. It is this change in the nature of gold in the cohesive state, by the use of iron or steel instruments with mechanical force, combined with a want of perfect adaptation by reason of a change of properties that produces discoloration in the filling.
To charge the blame to the gold-beater, for a result which is the effect of a disregard of a natural law, simply displays a lack of knowledge on the part of the dentist. 
